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April 11, 1019. 730 

THE STUDY OF INDUSTRIAL FATIGUE IN ENGLAND. 1 

An industrial fatigue research board has been formed in England. 
This work was begun by the health of munition workers' committee 
of the Ministry of Munitions, appointed in 1915. That committee was 
dissolved at the beginning of 1918 and issued its final report in May. 
The excellence of its work led to a wish that an arrangement could 
be made for its maintenance on a permanent footing. The depart- 
ment of scientific and industrial research and the medical research 
committee accordingly determined to establish a permanent organiza- 
tion and contribute the necessary financial aid in due proportion. 
This proposal won the approval of the home office. The industrial 
fatigue research board was, therefore, established a short time ago 
and has now been completed. It will continue the organizing functions 
of the two bodies financing it and the investigations already in 
progress. 

The board is instructed "to consider and investigate the relations 
of hours of labor and other conditions of employment, including 
methods of work, to the production of fatigue, having regard both to 
industrial efficiency and to the preservation of health among the 
workers." The board will initiate organization and promote by re- 
search, grants, or otherwise investigations in different industries, 
with a view to finding the most favorable hours of labor, spells of 
work, rest pauses, and other conditions applicable to the various 
processes according to the nature of the work and its demands on the 
workers. For these investigations the board looks forward to re- 
ceiving the help of the employers and workmen in the industries 
which are studied, and in appropriate cases representatives of both 
will be invited to serve as temporary members of the board. 

The board is composed as follows: 

Dr. 0. S. Sherrington, P. R. S., professor of physiology in the University of Oxford, 
chairman. 

Dr. E. L. Oollis, director of welfare and health, Ministry of Munitions. 

Sir Walter Fletcher, M. D., F. R. S., secretary medical research committee. 

Mr. W. L. Hichens, chairman of Messrs. Cammell, Laird & Co. (Ltd.). 

Mr. Edward Hopkinson, D. Sc, director of Messrs. Mather & Piatt, Manchester. 

Mr. Kenneth Lee, director of Messrs. Tootal, Broadhurst Lee Co. (Ltd.). 

Dr. T. M. Legge, C. B. E., H. M. medical inspector of factories. 

0. 8. Myers, M. D., P. R. S., director of the psychological laboratory, Cambridge. 

Mr. R. R. Bannatyne, assessor representing the home office. 

Mr. D. R. Wilson, H. M. inspector of factories, secretary. 

•From "The study of industrial fatigue" in the British Medical Journal, Dee. 28 ,1918, p. 72e. 



